Secreted Candida albicans phospholipases: purification and characterization of two forms of lysophospholipase-transacylase.
Candida albicans secreted three types of phospholipase (lysophospholipase, lysophospholipase-transacylase and phospholipase B) at different rates in culture. Clinical isolates of C. albicans showed variable activities of these phospholipases. Two forms of lysophospholipase-transacylase (LPTA) were purified to homogeneity from the culture filtrate of C. albicans 3125. The two purified enzymes, designated LPTA-I and LPTA-II, showed some differences in molecular mass (81 kDa for LPTA-I and 41 kDa for LPTA-II), amino acid composition and enzymatic properties. Antibody raised against purified C. albicans LPTA-II reacted strongly with LPTA-II, but not with LPTA-I. Furthermore, the biochemical properties of C. albicans lysophospholipase-transacylase were distinct from those of the corresponding mammalian enzyme.